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PROJECT practice—Hecker Guthrie  |  project—Schiavello Melbourne 
Retail showroom  |  location—Melbourne, Australia  |  text—
Jan Henderson  |  photography—Shannon McGrath
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The new Schiavello Melbourne Retail showroom has been 
expertly curated in all aspects by uber practice Hecker 
Guthrie and the result is a beautifully crafted interior 
where furniture can be seen, experienced and savoured.

Showtime
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Located in Melbourne in the busy precinct of 
Southbank and just a stone’s throw from the Yarra 
River is the Schiavello Melbourne Retail showroom. 
It’s perfectly situated for passing traffic, and now 
with an interior from Hecker Guthrie it presents as 
an Aladdin’s cave of product delights to tempt every 
designer and client.

The space is singular, large at 360 square metres 
and an immense void with a ceiling height of 5.5 
metres. This is a spectacular building that was also a 
challenging space for the designers to showcase the 
many furniture collections that are represented by 
the Schiavello brand. 

Schiavello commissioned Hecker Guthrie with a 
brief to design an interior that was more hospitality 
and residential focused to differentiate the 
Southbank offering from the commercial showroom 
in Clarendon Street. The vision was clear, with trust 
and empathy enough to allow the designers the 
freedom to create an experiential environment, 
and Hecker Guthrie’s director, Hamish Guthrie and 
the studio, have exceeded expectations. Working 
within a conservative budget presents challenges 
but the projects that succeed incorporate a certain 
creativity that money just can’t buy, and so it is with 
this commission. 

Guthrie has transformed the interior into a light, 
bright space that invites the visitor to explore and 
discover. The products are displayed not only on 
the floor but also above on shelves and in alcoves, 
and each and every piece has been selected to 
complement and complete the entire collection 
of furniture. 

The interior architecture is monumental, with 
large faceted structural pillars throughout that could 
have been a liability. However, Guthrie has used 
these necessary fixtures as accessories, augmenting 
and celebrating the architecture through the 
inclusion of geometric shelving and the crafting of 
recesses that play with the light and shade.

The spatial area is roughly delineated into six 
‘rooms’, an entry area and, to the left of the main door, 
an open-plan staff working and client entertaining 
area. Back of house has also been incorporated 
into the showroom proper and the wall in this area 
presents chairs, ottomans and smaller product on 
randomly-placed shelves that reach almost to the 
ceiling. To add interest, plinths have been installed 
– one in the staff area that supports a large Carrera 

previous left—Curtaining is 
half a metre off the floor 
and allows for tantalising 
glimpses of spaces beyond 
previous right—Fabric adds 
a softness to the backdrop 
of furniture groupings left—
The use of double track 
curtaining to define areas 
adds visual interest creating 
transparent or opaque 
fabric walls below—
Furniture is displayed on 
shelving above geometric 
architectural recesses that 
play with light and shade

Finishing the curtains off the 
ground creates connectivity to other 

spaces, with glimpses of rugs or 
chair legs that tempt the eye to 

investigate what is beyond.
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opposite—Within the subdued colour palette inclusions of colours such as green on upholstered furniture 
pieces add a touch of drama  

marble island table and two others situated at 
either end of the showroom for furniture groupings, 
in front of the floor-to-ceiling windows that front 
Queensbridge Street. 

However, the genius design inclusion for this 
showroom is the use of double-tracked, sheers 
that sit half a metre off the floor. Ceiling tracks 
have been placed to delineate and divide each of 
the rooms and back-of-house area. These provide 
opaque privacy when two curtains are used and 
transparency when only one curtain is utilised, 
or open space when the sheers are pulled apart. 
Finishing the curtains off the ground creates 
connectivity to other spaces, with glimpses of rugs 
or chair legs that tempt the eye to investigate what 
is beyond. Incorporating free-flowing fabric into the 
design introduces a residential feel to the showroom 
that is perfect for presenting product designed for 
homes and hospitality areas, as well as adding an 
ethereal, fluid quality to the design.

The colour and material palettes have been 
chosen with great care to present minimal sensory 
intrusion when viewing the products. With soft white 
and beige as the base, there are accents of charcoal, 
mauve, muted pinks and greens in rugs, cushions 
or small fully-upholstered ottomans and chairs. 
Curtaining is soft white and floats above a charcoal 
and beige pebble polished concrete floor, while 
cabinetry is painted white, lime-washed or coloured 
light honey. There are three individual elliptical-
shaped Schiavello work pods designed by Nick 
Tennant (who formerly worked at Hecker Guthrie). 
These have been placed at the entrance and against 
the back wall and customised, to the designers 
specifications, in a grey lime wash.

Not only were the colours of the interior 
considered but each and every product that is 

showcased aligns with the palette. For example, to 
the side of the entry, two iconic Helen Kontouris-
designed 101 chairs have been placed facing the 
streetscape. One is upholstered in light grey beige 
wool, the other in charcoal and they look superb,  
showcasing the sculptural lines of the design to 
absolute perfection. All the furniture is upholstered in 
a variation of the theme and en masse they 
look sensational.

Guthrie, in consultation and collaboration 
with Anton Schiavello and Tennant, curated the 
furniture groups and the result is a softer, interior 
design-focused vision. Among the furniture products 
on the floor are Paloma lounges, Palomino, Maui 
and Blom chairs, Karo ottomans, Toro and La La 
stools, Bomba and Toro Badjo sofas and Blom, OTM, 
Toro, Parley, Tango, Bomba, Krossi and Goodwood 
tables. The stand out of this showroom is that every 
product is visible. There is no clutter, or concurrently, 
empty space. Sometimes it’s not what you include 
in a project but actually what you leave out, 
especially in a furniture showroom. Here there is no 
overwhelming of the senses, just a comprehensive 
indication of available product, range and style.

With the proud brand of Schiavello at the 
forefront and a showroom design masterfully 
created by Hecker Guthrie, there is no doubt that 
there was a collegiate and collaborative relationship 
between client and designer – the result speaks 
for itself. With the stellar Schiavello collections 
showcased beautifully, the space is a delight 
to enter and explore and the atmosphere is as 
comfortable as the most sophisticated lounge room. 
With this new welcoming interior, the Schiavello 
Melbourne Retail showroom is bound to be one of 
the busiest in Melbourne and a fine place to discover 
designer furniture at its best. 

This is a spectacular building 
that was also a challenging 

space for the designers to 
showcase the many furniture 

collections that are represented 
by the Schiavello brand.
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